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Note to Subscribers and Members:      
 

   The Anchorage Genealogical Society Quarterly Publications were not compiled for the Year 2002 and pub-
lished for that year. In 2003, I stepped forward to take on the task and will try to assure that future Quarterly 
Publications are issued as mandated by our charter. Assistant Editors for both our Quarterly and our Newsletter 
are being sought to help with this sometimes daunting task. This should help prevent any future problems asso-
ciated with internal changes and assure that publications are completed and published on time.  
   We have also digitized our past issues and are making them available on a self-starting CD-Rom with the is-
sues in PDF format. The CD’s are available to AGS membership through the CD Lending Library and to the 
general public at a cost of $10 which is the cost of production and shipping.  
   If you are interested in receiving Email copies of our publications, or CD-Rom publication of our past Quar-
terlies, please contact us at our email address  AGS@AK.NET. We will continue to make a printed version for 
those not having access to a computer or those who prefer the paper version at cost of printing + shipping for 
all archived publications.  (Members can receive current year’s publications as  part of the membership fee).  
 

A Special Thanks to those volunteers that take time from their lives  
to extract the information that is gathered for these publications.  

Without these people, we would not be able to provide this service to the public. 
 

Thanks to  
Connie Fordham, Margaret Fowler and John Burkholder   

for their contributions to this issue. 
 
Bob Waites 
Quarterly Publications Editor  
Anchorage Genealogical Society 

1 



From The President  
of Anchorage Genealogical 

 Society 

   The termination dust on the mountains has arrived!  The nights are getting 
longer.  Winter is just around the corner.  It’s time to plan our winter activities.  
Genealogy makes a wonderful wintertime hobby, huddled up to the glow of the 
computer screen, with the heat of the overworked CPU warming our feet and our 
successful searching warming our hearts.  However, before you can successfully 
search, you have to know the questions.  That means being organized.  Often 
times I will go to the Lower 48 during the summer to visit family and do research.  
But usually upon my return, the information just sits in my notebook gathering 
dust.  If you are like me, now is the time to get that data out, dust in off and 
organize it.  Once you have reviewed what you discovered, you can determine 
where you need to search next. 
 
   To help with your search, Anchorage Genealogical Society has recently received 
a donation of 2 boxes of quarterlies that cover several societies in the British Isles.  
These are in the Genealogy area of the Loussac Library, under the windows.   
AGS has also ordered about $1500 worth of books for the library.  They cover 
such topics as colonial families of PA; the Georgia frontier; Palatine families; 
Roots for Kids; and many more.  The library has to process these books, so they 
will not be on the shelves for 2-3 months. 
 
   Our annual seminar this year was very successful.  Our speaker was Hank 
Jones, writer of the Palatine series and Physic Roots.  All were very pleased.  Next 
September our speaker will be John Colletta, author of They Came in Ships, and 
Finding Italian Roots and several other titles.  Our 2007 seminar will feature 
Sharon Debartolo Carmack, author of 15 books and hundreds of articles and 
columns.  More information about these upcoming events can be found at our web 
site. 
 
Enjoy your winter and happy searching! 
 
Your President, 
 
Connie Fordham 
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Anchorage Genealogical Society Quarterly 

The Anchorage Genealogical Society Quarterly will be published four times a year: March, June, September and De-
cember by the Anchorage Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 242294, Anchorage, AK 99524-2294 

AGS Objectives: The Anchorage Genealogical Society Quarterly has as its objectives to help others doing research in 
Alaska and to help one another with research. As a Society our goals are (1) to educate and foster interest among 
members and others in genealogy; (2) to assemble, preserve and make available genealogical records, especially Alas-
kan records; (3) to furnish aid and assistance to those in need of genealogical information or help. 

Quarterly Exchange: Any genealogical organization interested in the exchange of quarterlies should contact the An-
chorage Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 242294, Anchorage, AK 99524-2294 

Address Changes: If you move, please notify AGS of any address changes so mailing can continue uninterrupted. 

Email Addresses: If you have changed your email address, please contact us at  AGS@AK.NET so that we can update 
your information. 

Editorial Policy:  AGS assumes no responsibility for errors appearing in the AGS Quarterly. We will attempt to pub-
lish only reliable material & may occasionally editorially question obvious mistakes or doubtful material. We publish 
what our members and readers send and expect submitted information will have been prepared carefully and correctly. 
In some cases the information was copied exactly as it appeared in the original publication. If readers note mistakes, 
please inform the editor so that corrected data can be published. 

AGS Membership: Membership is annual, January through December. Dues are $18.00 per year single and $25.00 per 
year family and includes the quarterly and a brief monthly newsletter. Membership fees should be sent to AGS-
Membership, P.O. Box 242294, Anchorage, AK 99524-2294 (On-line membership applications and payment via 
PAYPAL are currently available through our website at http://anchoragegenealogy.org ). 

Meetings: General meetings are held the 1st Wednesday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at the Z.J. Loussac, 36th and Denali 
Streets. Members are notified in the monthly newsletter of scheduled programs or activities and changes in meeting 
times or locations. Meetings are open and the public is always welcome. A day long seminar with is held annually in  
September at which we bring in a nationally known speaker . The fees collected for this seminar provide funds for 
books in the Loussac Library and seed money for future guest speakers. 

Research: The Anchorage Genealogical Society does not perform personal research for members or nonmembers. 
You are, however, invited to submit free queries for publication in the Quarterly. These queries may be requests for 
help or information about a specific line or ancestor. Specific genealogical problems, written concisely, will be consid-
ered for publication on a space available basis. 

AGS OFFICERS 2005  
 
President…..................................………………………Connie Fordham…. (907)-563-7741 
First Vice President………......................……………...Gordan Harper…….(907)-272-5165 
Second Vice President…….................……………..….Sara Burkholder……(907)-563-6695 
Treasurer……...........................………….…………….Donna Holman …... (907)-272-2394 
Secretary………......................…..……………………..Jan Richards……….(907)-345-5881 
Corresponding  Secretary.……………………………...Julie Waites...……..(907)-345-1380 
Membership………………………….…………………Pam Kyzer…………(907)-360-9432 
Member at Large………Hospitality…….……………...Leola Monteiro……(907)-479-9355 
Member at Large………Publicity……………………...Debbie Clark……….(907)-338-6719 
Newsletter………………………………………………Jim Roberts………...(907)-243-1757 
Quarterly Editor.................................…………………..Robert Waites ……..(907)-345-1380 
Z. J. Loussac Municipal Library Volunteer Program… Jane Baldwin………. (907)-562-5451 
Research Chairperson   ...................…………………..Margaret Delisio……. (907)-243-5521  
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Anchorage Daily Times – Tuesday - March 12, 1918 
 

Daily Doings Around Town 
 

R. A. Havner is a recent arrival in Anchorage and is registered at the Crist house. 
 
J. Moriarty, a resident of Seward, arrived in Anchorage yesterday and is a guest at the Crist 
house. 
 
Gus Turner, an employee of the Alaskan Engineering commission on Turnagain Arm came in 
on yesterday’s train and is registered at the Hotel Parsons. 
 
A. B. Lee an employee of the Chickaloon Mining company at the mines at Chickaloon who has 
been a guest of the Crescent hotel will leave tomorrow morning for his work. 
 
H. W. Rutter who has been visiting in Anchorage for several days returning on yesterday’s 
train to his home at Moose creek.  While in Anchorage Mr. Rutter was a guest of the Morrison 
hotel. 
 
A. B. Roberts who has been a guest at the Richard house left on yesterday’s train for his work 
on Turnagain Arm where he is employed by the Alaskan Engineering commission. 
 
F. McTaggert, an employee of the Alaskan Engineering commission in charge of the 
commissary at Bird Point on Turnagain Arm checked out from the Crescent hotel yesterday and 
returned to his head quarters on the Arm. 
 
John C. Mudson arrived in Anchorage from Seward and registered at the Crescent hotel.  Mr. 
Mudson left this morning for the Kahlitna mining district where he will be associated with A. P. 
Clark who is in the country now as the representative of eastern capitalists. 
 
J. P. Dunn an employee of the Alaskan Engineering commission arrived in Anchorage on 
yesterday’s train and is registered at the Richter house.  Mr. Dunn is stationed at Mile 88 and 
expects to return on Friday’s train. 
 
Joseph Puz arrived on yesterday’s train from Turnagain Arm where he is in the employ of the 
Alaskan Engineering commission.  Mr. Puz is located at Mile 71 on the government railroad 
and while in Anchorage is staying at the Richter house. 
 
C. N. Martin who has been making his home at the White house during the past winter left this 
morning for McDougal where he will enter the employ at the Cache creek Dredging company.  
Mr. Martin is well known in local mining circles and gas had many years’ experience in dredge 
work in various parts of the territory. 
 
John Owens, an old-timer in the country and well known in mining circles throughout the 
interior of Alaska, who has been spending the winter in the states left Anchorage yesterday for 
Candle where he is interested in several mining properties.  Mr. Owens arrived in Anchorage 
last week from Seattle. 4 



Anchorage Daily Times   
Daily Doings Around Town -- (Tuesday - March 12, 1918 continued)    

 
C.R. Rhodes who has been engaged during the past winter in opening up a line property about 
ten miles south of Anchorage and on the main line of the government railroad, shipped a 
carload of lime to Anchorage yesterday and will dispose of it on the local market.  Mr. Rhodes 
is very enthusiastic regarding the future of the lime industry here in Anchorage and looks 
forward to doing a substantial business this summer. 
 
Charles H. Harris, general manager to the Cache Creek Dredging company located on Cache 
creek who has been in Anchorage for several days on business connected with the dredging 
work left on the morning train for McDougal.  The supplies needed for the operation of the 
dredge during the coming mining season are now being freighted in from McDougal to the 
camp on Cache creek.  All of the supplies according to Mr. Harris will be on the ground within 
the next three weeks.  
 
Alex Tsakumia, one of the proprietors of the Montana pool hall will leave on tomorrow’s train 
for Seward and then outside.  Mr. Tsakumia will combine business with pleasure and while in 
the states will visit his many friends in Washington and California.  In the absence of Mr. 
Tsakumia, his brother Peter Tsakumia will look after his business here. 
 
The Anchorage Chamber of Commerce held its regular weekly luncheon meeting at the 
Anchorage Grill in the Hotel Anchorage at noon today.  William Gerig , engineer in charge of 
the government railroad addressed the members on the subject of the character of the work to 
be done this summer by the Alaska Engineering commission.  The meeting was well attended 
by the Alaskan Engineering commission.  The meting was well attended and keen was shown in 
Mr. Gerig’s short address.  
 
 

Anchorage Daily Times – Wednesday - March 13, 1918 
 

Daily Doings Around Town 
 

H. G. Beamish arrived in Anchorage yesterday and is making his home at the Crist house. 
 

John Merrick is a recent arrival at the Crist house and will remain in Anchorage for the 
remainder of the week. 
 
R. G. Doherty who came down from his headquarters at Moose creek last week and who has 
been a guest of the Hotel Anchorage returned to his home on the morning train. 
 
Alex Tsakumia, who has been making his home at the Anchorage hotel, left this morning for 
Seattle and San Francisco.  Mr. Tsakumia is one of the proprietors of the Montana pool hall.  
He expects to be gone from Anchorage about two months. 
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Anchorage Daily Times  
Daily Doings Around Town  (Wednesday - March 13, 1918 – continued) 

 
Walter Elliott , an employee of the coal mines at Chickaloon who has been a guest of the Crist 
house several days returned on the morning train to his work. 
 
F. M. Daniels who is located at Camp 36 on the Matanuska branch of the government railroad 
and who has been a guest of the Hotel Anchorage for several days returned to his employment 
on the morning train. 
 
A. M. Eckman, proprietor of Eckman’s furniture store, which formerly was located at the 
corner of Fourth avenue and E. street is moving his stock of goods to his new location on 
Fourth avenue near G street. 
 
John Puz, an employee of the Alaskan Engineering commission, who has been visiting in 
Anchorage as a guest of the Richter house returned on the train this morning to his headquarter 
at Mile 71 on the Turnagain Arm division of the government railroad. 
 
J. E. Dunn, employed by the Alaskan Engineering commission at Mile 55 on the Turnagain 
Arm division of the railroad entered the government hospital this morning and will undergo a 
minor operation for an abscess on his neck. 
 
Robert T. Hennings who has spent the past winter prospecting in the country of the 
headwaters of the Susitna river arrived in Anchorage yesterday and registered at the Alaska 
house.  Mr. Hennings will leave on Friday’s train for Seward on his way to the states. 
 
Lieutenant T. R. Longre in command of the local detachment of the Fourteenth infantry left 
this morning for a brief trip to Seward.  He expects to return to Anchorage in the course of a 
week. 
 
Glen Carrington, the Alaska representative of several Settle mercantile firms, who has been in 
Anchorage for the past week on business left on this morning’s train for Seward on his way to 
his headquarters at Seattle.  While in town Mr. Carrington was a guest of the Hotel Anchorage. 
 
Frederick Jarret in charge of the government coal mine which is being operated by the Alaska 
Engineering commission at Chickaloon arrived in Anchorage on yesterday’s train and left for 
Seward this morning on his way to Seattle.  Mr. Jarret will return to his work at the mine on one 
of the first steamer in the spring and will bring in with him his family which is now awaiting his 
arrival. 
 
Thomas D. Fenton left on the train this morning for Seward.  After a brief visit there he will 
sail for Settle where he expects to secure employment in the shipbuilding yards.  Mr. Fenton 
has been a resident of Anchorage since 1915 devoting the greater portion of his time to contract 
work with the Alaskan Engineering commission at places on the main lines of the government 
railroad above the Little Susitna river.  
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Anchorage Daily Times  
Daily Doings Around Town – (March 13, 1918 – continued) 

 
Edward G. Hinds who has been employed by the Alaskan Engineering commission in the 
capacity of foreman in the Anchorage material yards and Tracy Wade employed in the 
mechanical department of the Thirty-first engineers regiment which is being organized by Col. 
Fredrick Mears and is in training at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 
 
Fred Carlquist, jeweler, is a patient of the government hospital.  Mr. Carlquist was operated on 
today by Dr. John B, Beeson for a minor trouble and is recovering satisfactorily 
 
 
 
 

Anchorage Daily Times  
Daily Doings Around Town –Thursday –March 14, 1918 

. 
Charles Wurd is registered at the Morrison. 
 
J. W. Walker is a recent arrival in town and is registered at the Crist house. 
 
Elmer E. Henrich arrived yesterday in Anchorage and while in town is staying at the Crist 
house. 
 
G. Skoog is a recent arrival in Anchorage and while in town is making his home at the Hotel 
Parsons. 
 
W. M. Short is registered at the Crist house.  Mr. Short arrived yesterday and will remain in 
town for the remainder of the week. 
 
W. E. Hansell arrived yesterday on the train from Seward.  Mr. Hansell is a resident of Valdez 
and while in town is a guest of the Hotel Anchorage. 
 
J. Minnis came to Anchorage and is registered at the Wilson house.  Mr. Minnis has been 
employed at the coal mines near Houston for the past two months. 
 
 L. A. Powless arrived in Anchorage yesterday from Sheep creek and is staying at the White 
house.  Mr. Powless came down on business and expects to return on next Tuesday’s train. 
 
Enid Kangas arrived in Anchorage on the train yesterday and is staying at the White house.  
Mr. Kangas is an employee of the Alaskan Engineering commission and is located on the 
Turnagain Arm division of the government railroad. 
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Daily Doings Around Town – (Thursday – March 14, 1918 – continued) 
 

D. Rice who has been living on his homestead about a mile south of Anchorage moved into 
town yesterday and will make his home in Anchorage for the summer.  Mr. and Mrs. Rice have 
two sons in France as members of the American expeditionary forces under General J, J. 
Pershing and a third member of the family expects to be sent to the war zone the early part of 
the summer. 
 
A.L. Adair came down from Talkeetna on yesterday’s train and is a guest of the Crist house.  
Mr. Adair has been working on a contract to furnish ties for the Alaskan Engineering 
commission for use on the government road.  He established several tie camps along the right-
of-way of the railroad between Sheep creek and Talkeetna and has been engaged on the contract 
since early last fall.  The contract is now complete with the exception of having a few thousand 
of the ties from the woods. 
 
D. Clinton Davis who for the past two years has been employed by the Alaskan Engineering 
commission as a bridge inspector, left this morning with A. Erickson, game warden for the 
Anchorage district, for Talkeetna where he will outfit for a prospecting trip into the hills in the 
Cache creek district.   Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Erickson will join them there and will remain 
there for the rest of the summer.  Mrs. Davis will be a guest of the Hotel Parsons until her 
departure for Talkeetna some time the later part of next week. 
 
Samuel Henderson, who has been spending the winter in Anchorage will leave next Tuesday 
for Talkeetna where he will assemble an outfit preparatory to going into the Broad Pass country 
for a six months’ prospecting trip.  Mr. Henderson was in this section of the country last 
summer and is a firm believer in its resources, being of the opinion that the construction of the 
government railroad will mean immediate development to the properties already spread and a 
thorough prospecting of the entire district between the Broad Pass and Indian river. 
 

Seventeen Young Men Heed Call To Colors 
The names of the volunteers and the branch of service preferred by some of them are as 
follows: 
Harry Ober , clerk in Robert’s pool hall, prefers submarines 
Harry Fletcher , printer, Anchorage Democrat, medical corps. 
Fred M. Nelson, submarine service, registered at Iditarod 
Robert Lee Sharts, printer and pressman who was employed at the Daily Times, aviation. 
Jens C, Jensen, axeman in surveying party, navy. 
Robert J. Logemann, plumber, submarine service. 
James P. Cooper, aviation service. 
Robert Maxey, stoker 
Jens Wold, employed by the Alaskan Engineering commission, no preference. 
Jens Peterson, prospector, engineering corps. 
Lars Peter Anderson, auto driver, no preference. 
Archie P. McLane, carpenter, no preference 
John Samuel Dorwin, aviation service 
Karl Kunz , clerk in Anchorage Supply company, infantry 
Albert I. Dohrmann , tinner, aviation service 
Morris Olson, navy 
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Anchorage Daily Times – Saturday, March 16, 1918 
 

Daily Doings Around Town 
 

George Zink, whose home is in Knik came over yesterday and is registered at the Crist house.  
Mr. Zink will return home Monday. 
 
Deputy United States Marshal Harry Kavanaugh, who has been in Seward on official business 
connected with the Anchorage office returned on yesterday’s train. 
 
William Engberg, who is employed in a tie and piling camp located at Point Campbell, came 
in for a brief visit yesterday and is a guest of the Crescent hotel. 
 
M. Fountain, who has been employed by the Alaskan Engineering commission on Turnagain 
Arm, came in yesterday for a brief visit and while (Editor’s note – undecipherable printing) 
 
D.W. Morris , an employee of the Alaskan Engineering commission is from his headquarters at 
Camp 83 on Turnagain Arm, and is registered the Anchorage hotel. 
 
Jens Wold, who has been employed by the Alaskan Engineering commission on the Turnagain 
Arm division of the railroad, arrived here yesterday and while in town is staying at the Crist 
house. 
 
R. A. Frances, who has been a guest of the Crist house and who is employed by the Alaskan 
Engineering commission on the Turnagain Arm division of the government railroad, returned to 
his work on yesterday’s train. 
 
A.N. Larson, a mining man from the interior of Alaska, who has been visiting in the states 
during the past winter, arrived in Anchorage yesterday from Seward and is a guest of the Crist 
house.  Mr. Larson will leave Monday for Ruby. 
 
George W. Adams, who operates a road house at Mile 40 on the Seward division of the 
government railroad, arrived in Anchorage yesterday and is a guest of the Crescent hotel.  Mr. 
Adams reports the trail between ends of  steel as very heavy and the traveling particularly 
difficult.  Mr. Adams will return to his hands on Monday’s train. 
 
Edward Johnson, a mining man who has been in Seattle for the winter, arrived in Anchorage 
yesterday from Seward and will leave Monday over the trail for Iditarod where he will engage 
in mining for the summer.  Jr. Johnson is a guest of the White house. 
 
Max Rigler, a mining man, arrived from the states yesterday and is registered at the White 
house.  Mr. Rigler has spent the winter in Seattle on business connected with his mining 
interests located at Ruby.  He will leave over the trail Monday morning for Ruby. 
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Anchorage Daily Times – (Saturday – March 16, 1918 continued) 
 
S. Little, accompanied by Mrs. Little, arrived yesterday from Oroville, California and is 
registered at the White house.  Mr. Little will assume active charge of the dredge operated by 
the Guggenheims at Iditarod and will leave Anchorage for his work on Monday’s train. 
 
L. Bergstrom, a well-known mining man in the interior, arrived in Anchorage yesterday and 
registered at the White house.  Mr. Bergstrom is interested in mining property in the Ruby 
country and will depart from Anchorage for Ruby next Monday.  He has been in the state 
during the past winter. 
 
C. Nelson arrived on yesterday’s train from Seward and is a guest of the White house.  Mr. 
Nelson has been in Seattle on business for the past three months and is now on his way to his 
headquarters at Iditarod where he will engage in the mining game for the summer. 
 
T. A. Samuelson arrived at the White house yesterday from Seward and the outside where he 
has been visiting during the past winter.  Mr. (Editor’s note – undecipherable printing) Iditarod 
and is on his way there now.  He will leave over the trail next Monday. 
 
Verner Benson, who formerly made his home in Seward, but who has been living here during 
the past winter as a guest of the Crist house, left yesterday for the interior and will be located 
for the summer at Iditarod where he is interested in some mining property. 
 
Thomas Gage, president of the Cache Creek Gold Mines company returned yesterday from 
Knik river, where he has been engaged for the past two months in getting out ties for use of the 
Alaskan Engineering commission on the government railroad.  Mr. Gage is undecided as to 
whether or not he will visit the Cache creek country this summer. 
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Extracted from “Seward Gateway,”  
Friday, August 19, 1904, First Year, No. 1 

“Seattle to Seward – Events of the Trip Whereby the Gateway Came to Alaska” 
(Page l, Columns l and 2) 

 
During July 1904, the editors of Gateway (names not given) were in Seattle and heard of the 
opportunities in Seward, the southern terminus of the Alaska Central Railway. Learning that 
“the field of a live newspaper was wide open” they took eight to ten days to prepare for the trip 
north. On Monday July 25, 1904, the passenger ship Santa Clara of the Alaska Pacific Lines left 
Seattle. Aboard were the editor, his wife, and a complete newspaper and job plant. After brief 
stops in Bellingham, Sitka, and Yakutat, the shipped arrived in Anchorage Monday,  August l, 
1904. 
 
Officers and passengers are listed in the above article, column one. 
Moore, Z. S.              Master                                     Sammones, W. C.     Purser 
Anderson, George    Chief Engineer                       Young, W. O.             Chief Steward 
Higginbotom, P.        First Officer                            Throckmorton, H. S. Second Officer 
Bunker, J. E.             Third Officer                          Christenson, M.        First Asst. Engineer 
Reed, George             Second Asst. Engineer           Dybdal, Carl             Third Asst. Engineer 
 
Ballaine, John E. with wife and daughter    First Cabin Passenger 
Johnson (Mrs.) A. H.                                                            “ 
Johnson, M.   and wife                                              “ 
Kemp, R. H.   and wife                                              “ 
Dickinson, Geo. W.  and wife                                               “ 
Shedd, E. A.                                                               “ 
Hale, F. G.                                                                 “ 
Hale, E. E.                                                                 “ 
Mecartney, H. S.                                                       “ 
Gabriel (Mrs.), G. W.                                                           “ 
Russell, Wm                                                              “ 
Egbert (Mrs.), H. H.                                                 “ 
Pendergast (Miss), D.                                                           “ 
Nichols (Mrs.), E.                                                     “ 
Moore (Miss), F.                                                       “ 
Baldwin, P.    with wife and 3 children                    “ 
Erickson, J. E.                                                                       “ 
Camerod, J. G.                                                         “ 
Weed, F.                                                                    “ 
74 unnamed steerage passengers “men of muscle and brawn who were going north to help 
construct the Alaska Central Railway.”                      
Knight (Miss), Genevieve   Seward Gateway  8/19/04  pg l  col. 2  Ended her 6-wk visit 
                                             to Seward and returned to Seattle 
Judge Hildreth,                   Seward Gateway  8/19/04 pg l col 2     Provided a school        
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Jay Sterner Hammond 
July 21, 1922 – August 2, 2005 

 
 
  Jay Hammond was born in Troy, New York, the son of a Methodist minister. He grew up in 
both New York and Vermont, graduating high school in Scotia, New York (1940).  He studied 
petroleum engineering at Penn State University (1940-1942), where he was a member on 
Triangle Fraternity.  Hammond interrupted his studies to join the Marine Corps as a fighter pilot 
during World War II.  He served in the South Pacific (1942-1945) and China (1945-1946).  
After his discharge, Hammond purchased an amphibious plane and came to Alaska, where he 
worked as a bush pilot, hunter and guide.  Hammond also attended the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks, graduating with a degree in biological sciences in 1949.  He married Bella Gardiner 
of Dillingham in 1952, and the couple homesteaded at Lake Clark in 1956, where they had two 
daughters, Heidi and Dana. 
 
   Jay Hammond’s political career started in 1959, serving as a representative from Bristol Bay 
in the Alaska State Legislature (1959-1965), then state senator (1967-1972), and later mayor of 
Bristol Bay Borough (1972-1974).  In 1974, Hammond ran for governor for the state of Alaska.  
Hammond defeated former Govs. Walter Hickel and Keith Miller in the Republican primary 
and upset three-term incumbent Gov. William Egan in the general election by just 220 votes.  
He was reelected in 1978, edging out Wally Hickel in the Republican primary by 98 votes, but 
won with 16,000-vote margin in the general election. 
 
   His time as governor spanned the biggest economic boom in Alaska’s history, the 
construction of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  His administration was also noted for its 
conservation efforts and being instrumental in the passage of far reaching federal laws setting 
aside millions of acres of parks and wildlife refuges.  Hammond had critics on both sides. To 
some he was pro-development; to others he was too green. 
 
   Jay Hammond said in his autobiography, that he ran for the second term to create the Alaska 
Permanent Fund, to keep all the oil wealth generated on the North Slope from being spent by 
eager politicians.  Hammond was always an advocate for fiscal responsibility, passing a 
constitutional amendment limiting state spending. 
 
   After his term as Governor, Hammond remained active in the public life, writing articles and 
hosting his own TV series “Jay Hammond’s Alaska” (1985-1992).  He also wrote two 
autobiographies, Tales of Alaska’s Bush Rat Governor: The Extraordinary Autobiography of 
Jay Hammond Wilderness Guide and Reluctant Politician and Chips from the Chopping Block: 
More Tales from Alaska’s Bush Rat Governor. 
 
The University of Alaska Anchorage has a 22-box collection of Gov Hammond’s papers 
covering his political career. 
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SURNAME GIVEN NAME BIRTH DATE  DEATH DATE  INSCRIPTION 
         

Alexander Clyde    12 13 1916 Born Scotland 
Anderson Harenta 10 5 1891 8 12 1917  
Anderson Mary    6 20 1914  
Anderson Nels    11 21 1918  
Bell E F    5 15 1915  
Boyle A R, Col.    7 17 1917  
Burg Carl        
Carlson Carl    5 6 1918  
Carnel Frank    8 5 1917  
Chisholm Ed    3 3 1915  
Clark Daniel    1 15 1916  
Dohrimance W F        
Doolittle Frank 11 29 1865 9 4 1917  
Dulm John        
Foreman Bert    9 26 1916  
Goldof Lucy    9 26 1914 Age 26 
Gray E R    3 31 1911 Age 47 
Gray Elizabeth 9 13 1871 11 29 1916  
Hadlow William    7 6 1914  
Hatheway Catherine, Mrs    6 24 1911  
Hendricks John    11 30 1916  
Irvin William    9  1903  
Iverson Laurise 9 14 1873 4 9 1918  
Larnam Bert        
Levitt George   1856 2 1 1913  
Loje Carl    8 25 1916  
Lowell Edwin 2 24 1887 1 14 1908  
Lowell Ella      1916  
Lowell Mary    5 4 1906 Age 50 Years 
Lowell Mary D. 6 13 1895 1 27 1906  
Lowell Perry      1916  
Lowell Sophie      1916  
Lowell William 6  1870 8 26 1825  

 
 

Seward Woodlawn Cemetery Listing 
Seward Alaska 
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SURNAME GIVEN NAME BIRTH DATE  INSCRIPTION 
         
Lyon     11 11 1916 Baby 
Madsen George 11 14 1863 11 23 1918  
Maria Anna    1 1 1919 Beloved Baby 
McDonald M J    9 19 1916  
Miller Kelly      1923  
Miller Velma M.   1887   1914  
Nelson Francis 5 4 1910 5 5 1910  
Nickeferoff     4 6 1927  
Nimmo Anna 10 25 1889 4 13 1917 Age 27 
Parker Martha 7  1896 6 12 1918 Age 21 
Redman W L        
Robinson Edward   1859 12 15 1923  
Santo  Miller 9 21 1899 12 13 1917  
Skimbos Peter    8 8 1918  
Skoog Gustave    11 21 1918  
Stanton Lucille 4 14 1917 3 23 1918  
Sullivan Dan    8 22 1919  
Vaberg Olga   1885 1 1 1924 Age 39 
Vital Catherine   1856 10 31 1918  
Wiley Charles    10 4 1917  

DEATH DATE  

Seward Woodlawn Cemetery Listing 
Seward Alaska 

 
Continued 
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The next time you are washing your hands and complain because the water temperature isn't just how you like it, 
think about how things used to be. 
 
Here are some facts about the 1500s: 
 
These are interesting... Most people got married in June because they took their yearly bath in May, and still smelled 
pretty good by June. However, they were starting to smell, so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body 
odor. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married. 
 
Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water. The man of the house had the privilege of the nice clean water, then 
all the other sons and men, then the women and finally the children. Last of all the babies. By then the water 
was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it. Hence the saying,  "Don't throw the baby out with the bath water." 
 
Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood underneath. It was the only place for animals to get 
warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof. When it rained it  became slippery and 
sometimes the animals would slip off the roof. Hence the saying "It's raining cats and dogs." 
 
There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in the bedroom where bugs 
and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a sheet hung over the top 
afforded some protection. That's how canopy beds came into existence. 
 
The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying "dirt poor." The wealthy had 
slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on floor to help keep their 
footing. As the winter wore on, they adding more thresh until when you opened the door it would all start slipping 
outside. A piece of wood was placed in the entranceway. Hence the saying a "thresh hold." (Getting quite an 
education, aren't you?) 
 
In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the 
fire and added things to the pot. They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They would eat the stew for 
dinner, leaving leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next day. Sometimes stew had food in 
it that had been there for quite a while. Hence the rhyme, "Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the 
pot nine days old." 
 
Sometimes they could obtain pork, which made them feel quite special. When visitors came over, they would hang 
up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could "bring home the bacon." They would cut off a  
little to share with guests and would all sit around and "chew the fat." 
 
Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the lead to leach onto the 
food, causing lead poisoning death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for the next 400 years or so,  
tomatoes were considered poisonous. 
 
Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, the family got the middle, and 
guests got the top, or "upper crust." 
 
Lead cups were used to drink ale or whisky. The combination would sometimes knock the imbibers out for a couple 
of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and prepare them for burial. They were laid 
out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would gather around and eat and drink and wait and see if 
they would wake up. Hence the custom of holding a "wake." 
 
England is old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury people. So they would dig up 
coffins and would take the bones to a "bone-house" and reuse the grave. When reopening these coffins, 1 out  
of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside and they realized they had been burying people alive. So 
they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse, lead it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie  
it to a bell. Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard all night (the "graveyard shift") to listen for the bell; thus, 
someone could be "saved by the bell" or was considered a "dead ringer." 
And that's the truth... Now, whoever said that History was boring ! ! ! 

Historical Tidbits 



   Greeting friends and fellow Genealogist, for years I have been 
trying to do my best at keeping up the Quarterly Publications and 
managing the Website. So far it has been  given favorable reviews 
and we have been able to collect enough information to keep it 
going. 
   Some of the problems that have come to my attention are that not 
all publications mailed are making it to the intended destination. 
We have found a few addresses are no longer valid and some are 
getting lost in the routing through the Library system. If you know 
of a member that is not able to access the internet and  needs a 

printed copy of this publication, please let me know. I will do my best to get it to them one 
way or another. 
   Some of you may have noted that we now have all the back issues of the AGS Quarterly 
available on CD-Rom. It has taken longer than I thought it would but is now available, the 
price of which is just to cover the cost of producing and mailing the CD. I will have a page 
on our website soon for ordering this and other items available from AGS. 
   The pool of volunteers that gather the information for this publication deserves a big 
thanks for the time they invest in helping fill these pages. I hope to recruit more members 
into the pool so that the publication will always have enough information to make it viable 
for printing. Anyone interested in learning how to do the extractions should contact me via 
our email AGS@AK.NET and I will coordinate the training and area for you to do the 
research in. Those whom are doing the job now, get my sincere THANKS…. Okay… back to 
work… Seriously, they really are the backbone of the operation and make it all possible. So I 
really do mean the thank you. 
   As long as the material keeps flowing in, I will see that it keeps flowing out to you. And if 
there are any changes you might like to see in this publication or on our website, let me 
know and I will take it under consideration. 
 
Thanks Again 
 
Bob Waites 
Quarterly Publications Editor 
And  Webmaster  
Anchorage Genealogical Society 

From the Desk of the Editor…. 
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NAME:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY, STATE, ZIP:  _________________________________________ 
 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS:   _____________________________ 
 
 
               Please enclose your annual dues of:              $18.00  Single Membership ______ 
 
                                                                                       $25.00  Family Membership  _____ 
 
Send this form or reasonable facsimile to:                   Anchorage Genealogical Society 
                                                                                       P.O. Box 242294 
                                                                                       Anchorage, Alaska. 99524-2294 
 
               The Anchorage Genealogical Society meets  the first Wednesday of the month in the ground floor confer-
ence room at the Z. J. Loussac Library, 36th and Denali Streets, Anchorage Alaska. Meetings are held at 7:00 P.M. 
and the public is welcome to attend. 
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