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July Meding: There will NOT be ameeingin July as the first Wednesday is the 4th of July. Wilma alvises we need some
mixed- flavor TeaBags, and Regular (not sugar-fre€ Swiss Miss cocoa envelopes. Running low, but okay for another meding.
June M eding: Raguel Brodie presented "LaSangre Llama" her story of tradng her ancestry from Catholic Mexico to Jewish
forebeas from Spain. Included in her talk were some of the problems that have been encountered when a group of peopleis
forced to deny a belief and accept another because of the desires of the governing body. Raquel was raised as a member of the
Catholic Church and then discovered that her ancestors were Jewish and she is adopting the Jewish faith.
A GENEALOGIST'SNIGHTMARE: Dea Cousin ////, In response to your letter, | am sorry to inform you that grandpa
"Fred" died some time badk and the stuff you asked about is not avail able. The personal property the family did not want was
old at an estate sale. All those boxes of junk did not interest asingle buyer. We were ale to salvage several binders for the kids
homework after we sent all the paper to the incinerator. The kids redly complained baut having to lug al that paper and
pictures of those ugly old folks to the dumpster. An old family Bible from the 1840s did bring $5.00. The one from the 1870s
did not sell. There dso was a bunch of floppy disks that we were ale to reformat and download some games for the kidsto
play on their new playstation. At least SOMEBODY got some good from the threegenerations work. | saw the fellow at aflea
market a auple of weeks ago and he said he threw the Bible in the trash after nobody was interested in it. He said he got an
offer for fifty centsfor it, but would rather burn it than gve it away. He seemed to be havingalot of successwith some very
nice Elvis paintings at his boah.
The two aunts you asked about are dso deal. They were such adelight and could talk al day long about the things papa had
written about. | remember them saying something about some records that were mpied from two courthouses that later burned.
Neither ever wrote down a singe thing. The letter you referred to was one he typed up and sent to lots of folks who wrote him.
He laughed about them never getting any of his hard work as well as his Fathers and Grandfather who wasin the Civil War. He
guarded all the information carefully to the bitter end. | wish | could remember some of the thingsto help you, but | was bored
to teas listening to them talk about the family members who were in the dvil war and those silly pieces of paper he showed so
proudly. | vaguely remember they had some beeswax seds and something to dowith the land grants that were destroyed in the
courthouse fires.
I wish | could remember the story about his grandfathers evening with Jefferson Davis when he was on the run. There ae dso
some very juicy stories that were handed down, but | don't remember them very well. Another thing | remember after he got
sick was me fellow cdling him and he areed to let him come down and copy all his material. He told him he would cdl him
badk when he felt better. Papa mentioned something about Ietting the society the man was from have dl his work, SINCE
NOBODY IN THE FAMILY CARED anything about a bunch of people who had been dead for 200 yeas. -- Papa died the
next week. —
Thanks to Pat McClure
Railroad Retirees. Did your ancestor work on the railroad? If so, you won't find him or her in the Social Security Deah
Reaords. Railroad employees had their own retirement system. This federal agency [U.S. Railroad Retirement Board] may be
ableto lead you to records that can tell you more aout your ancestor. From the home page, click on "Genedogical Inquiries’
for an explanation of what this independent federal agency has and what it doesn't have. Sinceit was not establi shed until the
mid-1930s, the board's ®rvicerecords only cover employees after 1936 Fortunately, the site dso pantsto pre-1937reseach
resources, such as membership rosters of the railroad union and personnel records of some railroad lines. http://rrb.gov
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SEMINAR SUBJECTS

Be Your Own Detedive:

This presentation will tead the atendees how to be their own detedive. Discusson will include use of the Internet, accessng
20th century public records, and how to find information in libraries and archives.

After Ancestry.com

Lean how to untangle the string from a hit on Ancestry.com badk to the original source The route is not always obvious nor
simple.



Read All About It
Reseach significant historicd events snce1851in the New York Times. Immigrant arrival information, census enumeration's,
the flu epidemic, eathquakes and tornadoes, war casualties, and Indian uprisings will bring your ancestor's life into focus.
Reflex Genealogy
When you discover new data, do you record the information and go on to ather reseach problems, or do you Automaticaly
seek additional data based upon your findings? Find out how to develop your reflex skills that will result in more thorough and
successful reseach.
WHERE: LOUSSAC LIBRARY, Lower Level
WHEN: September 8, 2001
REGISTRATION: 8:00AM — 900 AM
SEMINAR: 9:00AM - 4:00 PM
FEES: $4000for Early Registration
$45.00 at the Door
For further information contad: (907) 345-2889
The complete registration form will be included in the next two AGS Newsletters.

UMI Microfiche Story: Recantly Some Society representatives met with Mr. Alden Rollins from UAA and Mr. Doug
McAllister from the Loussaclibrary to discuss the changes taking placein the microfiche field, and whether we could help in
funding and acquiring accessibili ty to these films for all Alaskans. The followingis from Everton dated 21 June 2001 ‘Bell
and Howell Changes Names’. For many yeas, University Microfil ms was the premier name in archiving (on microfilm)
historic newspapers, magaznes, and other valuable research materials. Y ou could usually rely on UMI to have a opy of that
hard-to-find publication you needed.

More recantly, UMI became Bell and Howell Information & Leaning, to bringits name in line with its parent company. Now
the name has changed again, to ProQuest Information and Leaning.

The dhange is more than just cosmetic. ProQuest still has copies of those valuable documents, but it is updating its ability to
bring that data to researchers. Beginning in July, you can use the new ProQuest serviceto seach their colledion online.

The new software isabig leg for reseachers who have had to spend hours poring over catalogs looking for what they need,
and the folks at the former UMI are hoping the new name will remind people of their increased abili ty to help researchers.
Resource ProQuest Information and Leaning http://www.umi.com

Family History Month: October is Family History Month, 13 states have passed proclamations dedaring this. At the last NGS
board meeting, the NGS board dfficialy endorsed the mncept and will use the NGS Newsmagazne to promote the idea We
individually as members of the society can contad our locd senators, representatives, and or the governor and task that Alaska
joinin this proclamation. For more information look at www.ancestry.convlibrary/view/columns/compasg248Qasp Juliana
Smith or www.ancestry.conVlibrary/print/news/articles/1005htm, Dr. John Daly.

Israeli and Jewish Roats: The Israd GenWeb Projed is one of dozens of websites operating under the general umbrella of the
World GenWeb Projed. Itsfocusis Israd, spedficdly the Jewish heritage of Israd.

Whil e the Israd GenWeb site has links to general information on the country of Israd, its main attradion for genedogists wil
beitslong set of linksto ather Jewish genealogy websites. While there ae links to some of the better-known Isradi resources
(such as Yad Vashem and the Central Archivesin Jerusalem), this sdionisnot limited to Isradi sites. There ae dso linksto
websites offering help to those with Jewish roats in the United States, Gred Britain, eastern Europe, Canada, the Iberian
peninsula, and central Europe. There isalso an online query section, offersto look up namesin avariety of publications and
databases, and an email-based discussion list for Jewish roats. Even if you are aseasoned reseacher, the Israd GenWeb site
can provide you with access to some sources you may not have previously encountered, making it an essential stop in your
journey to recnstruct your family tree

Resource Israd GenWeb http://www.roctsweb.com/~isrwgw

Wondering how to traceyour Jewish roots? Get the help you need from Finding Our Fathers, one of the premier bodks on
seaching for Jewish family history -- in the United States, Europe and the Middle East.

Finding Our Fathers (Y 700) http://www.everton.com/shopper/spedals.php
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Seeyou in August!



